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Reference: 
A. JSP 375 Vol 2, Leaflet 23.
Leaflet 40 - Open water sites 

Introduction

1. The law
 places a duty of care on the occupier to ensure that persons entering, or on, their property are not placed at risk. This applies to both invited and uninvited persons. The occupier must also expect that children will be less careful than adults and take appropriate action to protect them.  

2. Open water sites, both natural and artificial, present a particular hazard and are a known enticement for children. Incidents associated with such hazards continue to occur, often with tragic consequences so it is very important that appropriate risk management and control measures are taken. Reference A gives further guidance and information relating to water safety in the context of the site risk assessment.

Definition of open water sites
3. The following are defined as open water sites:

a. Ponds (natural and artificial), streams and rivers.

b. Water catchment sites (including rain/storm water catchment pits).

c. Emergency water tanks.

d. Diver training tanks.
e. Water obstacles on military training areas.

f. Any other area or volume of water, contained within surrounding land or an open tank or vessel.

g. Dry ditches or gaps that have the potential to fill with water during periods of inclement weather (i.e. assault course obstacles).
Swimming pools

4. Swimming pools are not covered under the above as they are controlled areas subject to the provisions of the BFG SHEF Manual Part 2 Leaflet 38. This includes any privately owned pools and paddling pools.
Duties

Garrison HQs
5. Garrison HQ must ensure that each unit with responsibility for any area of real estate knows exactly what those boundaries are. They must ensure that those units understand that they must carry out suitable and sufficient site risk assessment to identify and put in place any control measures for open water within those boundaries. A master register of open water sites is to be maintained by gar HQ.
Commanding officers

6. Commanding officers are to ensure that their unit has adequate arrangements in place for the identification, assessment, control and recording of open water sites within their areas of responsibility as defined in their site risk assessment with bounds allocated by garrison HQ. 
Unit responsibilities
7. Units are to:

a. Complete a Site Risk Assessment in accordance with Reference A and Part 2, Leaflet 30 of this Manual. All open water sites on or within the boundaries of the estates which they have been allocated by garrison HQ must be identified, assessed and recorded on their own risk assessment.

b. Implement safety control measures required as determined by the risk assessment.

c. Ensure, in conjunction with DIO as necessary, the regular inspection and maintenance of all identified open water sites.

d. Register all open water sites with the garrison HQ who are responsible for maintaining a garrison master register.

Control measures

8. Whilst each individual location will be different, the following generic control measures must be considered:

a. Remove/eliminate redundant facilities no longer required, such as old emergency water tanks, diving tanks, training areas etc.

b. Erect fencing/barriers or similar to prevent unintended or unauthorised access.

c. Post warning signs and notices in English/German/other as necessary.

d. Install life saving equipment in prominent locations.
9. Control measures must be reviewed as often as necessary and in any case if circumstances change or there if reason to doubt their effectiveness. 

Records

10. Units are responsible for recording details on all open water sites within their areas of responsibility. Typically, the minimum information required is:

a. Name of sponsor unit.

b. Location of open water site.

c. Type of site (i.e. pond, stream, lake, runoff basin/ditch, static water tank etc).

d. Dimensions of facility (estimated surface area).

e. Security arrangements for the site i.e. adequate fencing/barriers of suitable strength/height.

f. Details of any warning signage that has been posted in/around the site.

g. Confirmation of any local orders produced for the site.

h. Details of suitable and sufficient safety equipment provided at the site.

i. Frequency of inspection and date of last inspection.   
11. Records are to be retained as long as the open water site exists.
� Occupiers Liability Acts 1975 and 1984.
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