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	Team Leaders requesting authority to conduct local qualifier
	
	NIJ/1000/10/BMC
26 January 2010


Reference:

A.
2009DIN07-124 dated September 2009.
NIJMEGEN MARCHES 2010: REQUEST TO UNDERTAKE LOCAL QUALIFICATION

1. You have requested, via the BMC Nijmegen Marches Registrations Officer (NMRO), permission to undertake a local qualifying march in lieu of completing one of the events prescribed in Reference A.  This letter reiterates the importance of attending a formal event and details the requirements for any authorised local qualifying march.

2. The Nijmegen Marches are an arduous challenge for team members and cannot be achieved without good leadership and training.  All BMC participants are required to complete successfully a recognised qualifying event that aims to mimic conditions that would be experienced in Holland.   To quote from paragraphs 13 and 14 of Reference A:  “There are 3 formal qualifying events available to teams and any one of these may be used, as each mirrors closely the preparation and standards required for success at Nijmegen.   Successful completion of one of these events is compulsory.  Exceptionally, teams may be allowed to qualify at other formally organised events, but only if specifically authorised in advanced by CO BMC, through the NMRO.  In the event of BMC entries for the Marches being over subscribed, priority will be given to those whom have completed one of the formal qualifying events listed at paragraph 13.”

3. There are various reasons for this requirement but they include:

a. Awareness of how arduous it can be to complete even half the mileage required at Nijmegen, and therefore the necessity to undertake sufficient training in advance. 

b. Experience of marching with other teams on a busy route.

c. Adhering to timescales imposed by the Event organisers, and not merely those of your team leader.

d. Undertaking your routine in unfamiliar surroundings, since marching will not be the only requirement for your team members whilst in Holland. 

e. Learning skills and techniques from others with greater experience. 

History has proven that those who attend the Marches without having completed adequate training, regularly fall short of the required standard.  Furthermore, the vast majority of these participants undertook “local” qualifiers. 

4. If you wish to undertake a qualifying event of your own, you are to provide a good reason (normally only operational requirements will suffice) as to why this is necessary.  Since your team will not be experiencing the environment described in para 3, you must ensure that your local qualifier fulfils as many of the aims as possible.  To assess whether your proposals meet the minimum required by CO BMC, you are to submit the following details to the NMRO and will be contacted once a decision has been made:
a. Justification.  Detailed explanation of why you (or any member of your team) are unable to attend a formal qualification event.  
b. Route Maps.  Copies of routes to be undertaken on each of the 2 days.  The total distance must be a minimum of 50 miles. 
c. Timings.  The qualification events require completion of the distance each day within 9 hours.  This should be taken into account when planning your time line.
d. Weight.  Personnel are required to carry weight as stated in Reference A, since this equates to the requirements in Nijmegen. 

e. Dress and Equipment.  Unless constrained by security issues, personnel are to wear uniform and carry equipment as intended in Nijmegen.

f. Team Composition.  All team members are to complete either the proposed local event or those prescribed in Reference A. 
g. Team Leader.  Confirmation that the Team Leader will attend the First Time Team Leaders Weekend in March 2009.

5. Participation in the BMC at Nijmegen is regarded as military training and thus your CO must be content that your team is adequately prepared to undertake the Marches.  Annex A to this letter requires a signature from your CO stating as such and must be returned before your request to complete a local qualifying event will be considered.

6. I hope this letter has confirmed for you the importance I place on BMC participants being properly prepared and qualified for Nijmegen.  If you have any queries concerning the points raised then please contact the NMRO in the first instance.  Otherwise, my staff look forward to either seeing you at one of the recognised qualification events, or receiving your request to undertake your own local qualifying march.  In the meantime, good luck in your preparations for the Nijmegen Marches.
Original Signed
I P WOODHOUSE

Wg Cdr

CO BMC
Annex:

A. 
Request For CO BMC Approval For Team To Conduct Local Qualifying March.

ANNEX A TO

NIJ/1000/10/BMC

DATED 26 JAN 10
REQUEST FOR CO BMC APPROVAL FOR TEAM TO CONDUCT LOCAL QUALIFYING MARCH
1. Paperworks Requirments.  In order for your request to be considered you must provide CO BMC, through the NMRO with a detailed explanation covering the following:

a. Justification. 

b. Route Maps.
c. Timings.
d. Weight.
e. Dress and Equipment.  

f. Team Composition. 
g. Team Leader.
2. CO Signature Requirements.  To ensure unit CO(s) are aware of the BMC requirements regarding qualifying marches a signed email footer is also required.  This Annex should be forwarded to the relevent CO(s) who should include their signature block before returning the attachment to you for final forwarding to the NMRO.

3. Electronic Submission.  This Annex, complete with the paperwork stated in para 1 and the email trail outlined in para 2, is to be forwarded to the NMRO at the following email address:
bmc.register@googlemail.com

4. Hard Copy Submission.  Alternatively, a hard copy of this Annex may be submitted to the NMRO.  In this case, unit CO(s) are required to sign the certificate given in para 5.  This annex, along with the paperwork requirements stated in para 1 should then be returned to the NMRO at the following address:
Flt Lt K S Marshall

Nijmegen Marches Registrations Officer

Royal Air Force Lyneham

Chippenham

Wiltshire

SN15 4PZ

5. Certificate by Commanding Officer(s). I certify that the personnel nominated to represent my unit at the Nijmegen Marches 2009 will undertake a formal programme of training and undertake a local qualification event.  Additionally, they will be properly equipped, and will be released to participate in the event, subject to operational commitments.  

Signed: 

Name: 

Rank: 

Appointment: 

Unit: 
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